Port Procedure—In a Suitcase

LEGHORN, Italy (Special) —
Everything from iop secret docu-
ments to lunches are carried In
briefcasea; however, a two-man
team from SETAFs 8ih Logistical
Comd hns manoged (o cram an en-
tire Port Processing Center inflo &
brlefcase and carcy |t zevern!
ilmex a monlh Lo service SETAF
personnel.

The mobile team, operated by
personnel from the Army‘'s Leg-
horn Port of Embarkution, ensurvs
that SETAF personnel arriving or
departing nboard shipa at the civil-
tan port at Genoa ure afforded the
same processing asalstance that s
normally found in large military
ports such as Leghorn and Bremer-
haven,

For pasacngers sailing from the
Port of Genoa, the briefcase proc
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essing center goes inlo operation
the maoment it recelves notice of
the port call,

Hotlel reservalions are made.
From information previously fur-
nished by the sponsor, customs
documents are put in order, clear-
nnces of privately ocwned vehicles
are procured by the mobile port
team, end space aboard the ship
is obtnlned through contact wilh
the ship line agent in Genoa.

When the pnssengers arrive at
thelr holel In Genoa the “briefc--e
men™ are there to greet them. In
a 2A-minute conference, 2nd Lt
Michae! Cornlck and 3 Sgt Robert
E. Becker explain detalls.

During this brlef mecling the
passengera nre usually amazed to
discover that theres little or no
work left for them to do. Sponsors
with privately owned vehicles are
escorted to the dock and the leam
obtaing final clearance from Ital-
ian authoritlex, conductlng a pre-
londing inspection of the vehicle
snd obilalng shipping documents
from the line,

Operating In reverne, Uiey start
preparing forms and documents for
incoming pnssengers. The team (8
permitted to hoord the ship as
suon as the gangplank la down.
The new arrivals are met at a pre-
determined spot aboard ship and
are quickly processed through the
moze of customs and immigration
pointa, txsued thair preprepared
avihorizatlona to drive their cors
in I[taly and given gas coupons,

Within a few hours after the
ship docks the passengers are on
thelr woy to thelr duty siationa.

First Lt Victory Kim, arriving

mbonrd the Constitution for nsslgn-
ment with SETAF's Bih Logistical
Comd at Camp Davby, snid, “Prior
to our docking my wife and I were
sericusly concerned with the pros-
pact of endlers hours of customs
processing, the registering our pet
cat at immigration, oblaining train
lickets to Camp Darby: oll whila
earrylng elght plecea of luggnge,
and caring for our year-old baby.

"Our concern proved unnecer-
sary, however, The muanner In
which the team gulded us swiftly
ithreugh the processing wos a wel-
come conclusion %0 ouc ship cros:-
ing end a fine beglnning ot our
stay In Italy. One hour and 10
minutes after the shlp docked my
tamily and I were aetiled on the
traln heading for Plsa and Cuamp
Darby.”
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